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ike many young couples, Himani
Agrawal and Krishna Khandelwal had
longdreamedofowningtheirownhome
in Mumbai. Having met as students at
TIT Bombay, and married soon after,
there wa

omething utterly magical

about forging their next chapter in the
Maximum City. So when it came time to make —and
des

someone speci

jgn - theirmaiden home, they knew they had topick

1. “The nature of their work requires
them tobe flexible in terms of location. So one of their
prerequisites was that they be able to pick up and move
casily, at minimumecost.ifand when thescenarioarose,”
says Deshna Kasliwal, founderand principal designer of
her eponymous Mumbai-based design firm.
Withatoddlerin tow, the couple was mindful about
keepingthingslow-maintenance. “Himani,on her part,
is cons
andKr
purchas
oflife.” shares De:

antly in the know of new technologies, and she

hnawere never shy of making smart, high-end
s that they knew would improve their quality

hna, Together, they agreed on an
aesthetic that riffed on coastal-chic, with the colours
and character ofabeachside holiday

Forahome that reminis

ces the seaside, the shell i
rs, dai

and solid wood tables channel a breezy vibe, while

wonderfully neutral. Italian marble floor walls

whimsical prints and patterns enliven the sun and the

sea. For the windows, Deshna chose sheers that would

make the sun a close neighbour. As for the decor, she

created a potpourri of unfussy vignettes: lush plants

in the corne

s, colourful books on shelves, petite

ceramics here, botanical prints there. Thereare plenty

of contrasts too: the dining room, for example, withits

black wainscoting and sepia photos (of the couple’s
travels), isabroodingcounterpointto the living room’s
light-toned avatar. Likewise, the entrance is crowned
by a forest-green ceiling, while the master bedroom’s

marmalade accent wall nods to the sunshine.

The interior is a modular marvel. “It has been

d
the wardrobes, can be dismantled ez

signed ina manner that all the furniture, including
sily, packed and
" Deshna

moved to fita new space with minimal hassle,

revea

tability; what makes the furnitur
specialis its funetional edge. The lounge, for instance,

canchangeits role tos

iit the occasion. Equipped with
aBoConceptsofa-cum-bed-cum-d
work and play

sk, itis cqual parts

nging between serving as a home
ging bet h

office,al bedroom.Or

holiday, on demand. # Instagram: @deshnakasliwal
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